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This monograph is a product of the Kappa Omicron Nu Research Grant awarded for analysis of the 2000 American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences Body of Knowledge. The approach is perhaps revolutionary as opposed to evolutionary, reflecting an expanded focus on quality of living as the desired outcome of practice. There is much, however, that will ring true to both the prior Body of Knowledge and traditional practice. 

Two key elements of this new handling beg your attention. 

1. In a nod to the Information/Internet Age, the key words of the taxonomy establish co-ordinates for advanced search by 

a.) personal aspect (mental, emotional, physical), 

b.) environmental dimension (intellectual, organizational, social, material, natural, financial), and/or 

c.) developmental level (infant, toddler/child, youth, teen, adult 1, adult 2, adult 3). 

2. To meet mandates for assessment, the matrix organization of three personal aspects and six environmental dimensions establishes 18 named qualities of living. These qualities sum vertically to physical, mental and emotional well-being and horizontally to intellectual, organizational, social, material, natural and financial satisfaction. The cumulative total of well-beings and satisfactions is termed quality of life. Quantitative matrices may be summed both over time and across populations. 

This structure further positions FCS at the center of key societal issues involving quality of living, creating value among interested stakeholders. An annual measure of quality of living developed from this understanding would reliably identify emerging and met needs, shaping the quality-of-living agenda. The clearly focused research and search protocol would assure timely access to relevant resources to address emerging issues.


Together, these attributes suggest renewed energy for integrative and holistic practice among pre-professionals and professionals and could garner increased public support for the profession.
Appreciation is extended to Kappa Omicron Nu for funding this research to advance the intellectual capital of our field and to Dorothy I. Mitstifer and Bonnie S. Braun for their support and participation in the planning and development of this publication. 

The order form can be found at www.kon.org/publications/orders/pubs_orderform.asp. 
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